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[0068] Similarly to the input apparatus 1, the input appa-
ratus 30 includes a control unit which switches between the
predetermined input mode and the other input mode. The
process of switching between the predetermined input mode
and the other input mode is the same as the above-described
process.

[0069] The input apparatus of the present invention is not
limited to a mobile phone. For example, the input apparatus
of the present invention may also be constructed such that
the predetermined input mode is used for controlling a
television set and the other input mode is used for control-
ling a game device.

What is claimed is:
1. An input apparatus comprising:

an input unit with which a coordinate input operation is
performed and which includes indication marks which
indicate a plurality of input positions, said input unit
generates a signal in response to the activation of an
indication mark;

a control unit which receives an input signal from the
input unit and generates an operation signal in accor-
dance with the input signal; and

wherein the control unit recognizes the input signal
obtained from the input unit as coordinate data, and
when one of the indication marks is touched individu-
ally, the control unit generates an operation signal
corresponding to an item indicated at the corresponding
input position.

2. An input apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
input unit comprises a flat input device with which the
coordinate input operation is performed and the indication
marks formed on the surface of the flat input device.

3. An input apparatus according to claim 1, wherein when
a position of contact on the input unit moves, the control unit
recognizes the movement of the position of contact as
coordinate data.

4. An input apparatus according to claim 1 further com-
prising display panel, wherein when the control unit recog-
nizes the coordinate data, the display means shows a display
according to the coordinate data, and when one of the
indication marks is touched, the display means shows a
character, a symbol, or a number corresponding to the
touched indication mark.

5. An input apparatus according to claim 1 further com-
prising tactile-feel-generating means which generates a
reaction force when one of the indication marks is pushed.

6. An input apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the
tactile-feel-generating unit includes tactile-feel-generating
members which are disposed at positions corresponding to
the indication marks.
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7. An input apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the
tactile-feel-generating means includes a single tactile-feel-
generating member disposed behind the input unit.

8. An input apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the
tactile-feel-generating members are formed of dome-shaped
inversion plates placed behind the input unit.

9. An input apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the
inversion plates serve to generate a switch input.

10. An input apparatus comprising:

an input unit which is flat and with which an input mode
can be set and a coordinate input operation can be
performed;

indication marks are formed on the surface of the input
unit which indicate a plurality of input positions;

a control unit which receives an input signal from the
input means and generates an operation signal in accor-
dance with the input signal; and

wherein, when a predetermined input mode is set, the
control unit detects that one of the input positions is
touched and generates an operation signal correspond-
ing to an item indicated at the corresponding input
position, and when another indication mark is touched,
the control unit recognizes the input signal obtained
from the input unit as coordinate data irrespective of
items indicated at the input positions.

11. An input apparatus according to claim 10 further
comprising a display panel, wherein when the control unit
recognizes the coordinate data, the display means shows a
display according to the coordinate data, and when one of
the indication marks is touched, the display panel shows a
character, a symbol, or a number corresponding to the
touched indication mark.

12. An input apparatus according to claim 10 further
comprising tactile-feel-generating unit which generates a
reaction force when one of the indication marks is pushed.

13. An input apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the
tactile-feel-generating unit includes tactile-feel-generating
members which are disposed at positions corresponding to
the indication marks.

14. An input apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the
tactile-feel-generating unit includes a single tactile-feel-
generating member disposed behind the input unit.

15. An input apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the
tactile-feel-generating members are formed of dome-shaped
inversion plates placed behind the input unit.

16. An input apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the
inversion plates serve to generate a switch input.



